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Topics: 
• What is it? 
• It’s all about style 
• What should a poster include? 
• Examples 
• Resources 
• Bonus: Seven questions every good proposal MUST answer 
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What is it? 
• A poster is NOT a paper NOR a proposal 
• It is a little of both! 
• An Intermediate report on your research 
• It does not have the same restrictions as 

either a paper or a proposal 
– Cost and schedule 
– The final answer 

• It is a vehicle to engage your colleagues in 
discussing your research 
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It is all about style…. 
• Fewest words – more figures 

– Words:figures:white space 25:50:25 
– You can be briefer in the poster because you will be present to explain and 

engage people 
• Keep text to the bare essentials: 

– Abstracts are unnecessary 
– References are probably unnecessary 
– Use “Bullets” to convey points where ever possible 

• Make the font and pictures legible from at least 4 feet away – including 
axis labels 

• Plain English for none subject matter experts 
• Keep it well organized – make obvious the point of each section of the 

poster  
– Boxed sections can draw people to key messages  

• Left-to-right, top-to-bottom organization 
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What should a poster include? 
Seven and a half questions every good poster MUST answer 

1. What hypothesis is being tested? 
2. Why is it original? 
3. Why is this research important? 
4. Why is it important to JPL? 
5. How did you test the hypothesis? 
6. What results do you have? 
7. What are the next steps? 
8. What should we conclude? 
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Resources 

• http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/NewSit
e/ 

• http://people.eku.edu/ritchisong/posterpres.
html 

• There are many more!! 
 

http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/NewSite/
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/NewSite/
http://people.eku.edu/ritchisong/posterpres.html
http://people.eku.edu/ritchisong/posterpres.html
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Seven Questions Every Good Proposal MUST Answer 
(after Mous Chahine) 
• What are you trying to do? 
• How is it done today? 
• What are the limitations of the current 

practice? 
• What is new in your approach and why do 

think it can succeed? 
• How long will it take? 
• How much will it cost? 
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